Seven killed in adverse weather; depression moving away

At least seven persons were killed and five person has gone missing due to the adverse weather
conditions prevailing in the country as the deep depression was moving away from Sri Lanka,
authorities said today.

The Police said three fishermen from Ambalangoda and Dodanduwa were among the deceased and
another fishermen from Dodanduwa was reportedly went missing.

The other two deceased were identified as residents of Kiribathgoda and Madolsima. Police said
five more persons were injured due to the adverse weather condition.

Meanwhile, the Meteorology Department said that the deep depression in the Arabian Sea was now
located at 300 km to the west of Colombo.

Issuing the weather report for the next 12 hours at 10.00 am, the department said that the deep
depression would likely to develop in to a cyclonic storm within next few hours and move west-
northwest ward direction.

“Showery and windy condition about 60-70 kmph are expected over the island particularly in the
South-Western part. Heavy falls about 100-150mm can be expected at some places in the Southern,
Sabaragamuwa, Central, Uva and Western provinces,” it added.

Meanwhile, the Irrigation Department said that the water levels of Pitabeddara, Panadugama and
Sapugoda areas in Nilwala River and Thawalama area in the Gin river are reaching the spill
level.

Issuing a statement, the Department said that Nilwala, Gin and Kalu Rivers had received high
rainfalls during the past 24 hours and advised that people living downstream areas should to be
vigilant in this regard.

“Minor flood situations could be occurred around the said reservoirs if the heavy rain
continues,” it added.

Meanwhile, holding a press conference in Colombo, Disaster Management Minister Anura
Priyadarshana Yapa said though the current deep depression was moving away from the country,
another atmospheric depression likely to be developed at the Bay of Bengal.

However, he said according to the present data, the Meteorology Department cannot predict its
behaviour this early.

“We advise the public to be vigilant even in the next couple of days,” he added. (Thilanka
Kanakarathna)
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