
Modhukhali Besieged: Minority households looted, demolished

The Modhukali upazila Faridpur district was

the scene of utter devastation this past 16th

of January 2018 as around 50 households, all
belonging  to  minority  inhabitants  were
destroyed, leaving at least 2 people with
major injuries.

The attack was carried out by Mr. Babu, the Chairman of Dumain, a village right next to
Modhukhali. Mr. Babu and his gang of hooligans unleashed their fury upon the innocent families
of Modhukhali after learning that one of Modhukhali’s own, one Mr. Suranjoy Sarker, a resident
of  New  Zealand  currently,  has  been  writing  blasphemous  content  against  Islam  and  its
constituencies in his personal blog (www.suranjoysarker.wordpress.com)

Mr. Suranjoy Sarker, son of Modhukhali local Kamol Chandra Sarker, was accused of publishing
blasphemous articles about Islam on his blog and across other media channels. Mr. Babu and his
goons reportedly invaded Mr. Suranjoy Sarker’s and demanded to speak to his father. It is
reported that he verbally abused his father, Mr. Kamol Chandra of afterward Babu constantly
berated Mr. Kamol Chandra Sarker by telling him that his son has been posting crude, abhorrent
and lewd articles about Islam and its “Beloved Prophet (PBUH)” on the internet and his personal
blog.

Later on, our correspondent queried some of the locals about the incident. They stated that
Babu demanded a public apology from Mr. Kamol Chandra over his son’s antics and he was being
very aggressive. His goons were armed with machetes, small to large knives and thick wooden
bats and had surrounded the place.

That upset some of the younger local inhabitants of Modhukhali and they stepped in to help Mr.
Kamol Chandra Sarker. Chairman Babu and his goons did not take very well to that and it
prompted them to launch an all-out assault on Mr. Sarker and his family (those who were present
in the house at that time) along the young men who showed their support for Mr. Kamol Chandra
Sarker. The goons managed to gravely injure two young men in the process, one Arunavh Bishwas,
and Bikash Ronjon. They have been taken to Faridpur Medical ever since and are receiving
treatment.

Unfortunately, that began at Mr. Kamol Chandra’s house, quickly spilled over to other minority
households in the area as the goons demolished everything within their arm’s length. There are
several reports of looting and property destruction from more than 4 dozen or so minority
households.
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Meanwhile,  there  is  an  air  of  apprehension  amongst  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of
Modhukhali as they live in constant fear of another small-scale attack. We can confirm that
representatives  of  the  Faridpur  Kotowali  Police  Station  have  inspected  the  scene  of
devastation.  One  of  their  spokespersons  who  was  initially  reluctant  to  speak  to  our
correspondent at first did manage to inform us that the police has completed preliminary
inspections of the crime scene.

However, he denied that a formal complaint has been lodged as told us that the matter needs
“proper investigations” before being pushed up to the next stage. He declined to comment on
when that will take place.

 

Deadly assault on Pak Uni

A group of militants stormed a university in volatile northwestern Pakistan on Wednesday,
killing at least 19 people and wounding dozens as the Army hunted for any gunmen still holed up
on the campus, officials said.

A security official said the death toll could rise to as high as 40 as the Army cleared out
student hostels and classrooms.

“Our four suicide attackers carried out the attack on Bacha Khan University today,” Umar
Mansoor, a commander in the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistani (TTP) militant group told AFP by phone
from an undisclosed location.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party strongly condemns the terrorist attack
on Bacha Khan University.

According to ‘AFP’, the operation has ended and the death toll in Pakistan university attack
stands at 21 as of now. Meanwhile, Army continues to search block by block of the university.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chief Imran Khan will visit Charsadda today.

Reports say that Pakistani Army has confirmed that snipers have killed two more terrorists.
Four terrorists killed so far.

Deputy Inspector General Saeed Wazir says 70 percent of students have been rescued.

Tehreek-e-Taliban Paksitan claims responsibility for Bacha Khan University terror attack.

Pakistan Nawaz Sharif condemns the terror attack and said the sacrifice of the deceased will
not go in vain. “We are determined and resolved in our commitment to wipe out the menace of
terrorism from our homeland. The countless sacrifices made by our countrymen will not go in
vain,” a statement issued on behalf of the Pakistan PM said.

Pakistan police say they have killed two of the militants who stormed the university.

Pakistan media reports that 60-70 students were shot in the head by terrorists.

Speaking to Reuters, Deputy Inspector General Saeed Wazir said the Army and police had moved
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into the university and a gunfight with the attackers was under way. He said it was unclear how
many gunmen were involved.

One professor is reported to be killed in the attack.

Pakistan media reports that 50 have been injured in the terror attack and have been shifted
to Charsadda District HQ hospital

Media reported that three gunmen entered the Bacha Khan University in Charsadda, northwestern
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, and opened fire on students and teachers in classrooms and
hostels.

The Bacha Khan University in Charsadda is about 50 kilometres (30 miles) from the city of
Peshawar.

Reports say that firing was still going on inside the campus where students, teachers and
administration staff are present.

Television images showed female students clutching hands as they fled the university, with
traffic blocked on the roads of Charsadda as security forces rushed towards the campus.

According to some reports two explosions were heard inside the university.

Geo TV reports that five injured have been taken out from the university.

It further said that over 3000 students were present inside the university when the attack
happened.

Security officials have cordoned off the area and students are being evacuated from classes.

Peshawar was the location of Pakistan`s deadliest ever extremist attack, when Taliban gunmen
stormed an army-run school in December last year and slaughtered more than 150 people, most of
them children, in an hours-long siege.

 

Multiple explosions, gunfire rock Indonesia’s Jakarta; at least 7 dead including 4
attackers

Suspected Islamic militants launched a massive gun and bomb attack in Indonesia capital
Jakarta, leaving at least 7 people dead. Media reports claimed that at least 10-14 gunmen –
most of whom are still at large – where involved in the deadly strike, which has been now
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described by Indonesian President Joko Widodo as a terror attacks.

The deadly attacks were focused on a Starbucks in an area filled with offices and Western
brands.

Jakarta police say the 7  dead include 4 attackers too.

Starbucks has confirmed that a customer has sustained injuries from explosion in Jakarta and
was treated, latest reports said.

Indonesian police has said that the attack in downtown Jakarta has ended and security forces
are in control.

Eyewitnesses said that the multiple terror strike started at 10:30 am local time in the heart
of Jakarta when a militant shot dead a traffic cop from close range and then blew himself up.

Moments later one more explosion was heard from across the street at a Starbucks cafe. Reports
later said that the gunman who attacked the cafe shoot at bystanders, as a series of explosions
rocked the area.

The area is very near to a number of embassies and the regional office of the United Nations. A
popular shopping centre called the Sarinah mall along the busy Jalan Thamrin is also in the
vicinity.

Police snipers were deployed among hundreds
of other security officers even as latest
reports now suggest that the terrorists are
holed up in a theatre.

Indonesia has been on edge in recent weeks over the threat posed by Islamist militants and
counter-terrorism police have launched a crackdown on people with suspected links to Islamic



State.

“We have previously received a threat from Islamic State that Indonesia will be the spotlight,”
police spokesman Anton Charliyan told reporters. But he said police did not know who was
resposible.

An explosion was heard in the western suburb of Palmerah, according to a domestic media tweet,
but police said they could not confirm a
blast there.

Indonesia has the world`s largest Muslim population, the vast majority of whom practise a
moderate form of the religion.

The country saw a spate of militant attacks in the 2000s, the deadliest of which was a
nightclub bombing on the holiday island of Bali that killed 202 people, most of them tourists.

Police have been largely successful in destroying domestic militant cells since then, but
officials have more recently been worrying about a resurgence inspired by groups such as
Islamic State and Indonesians who return after fighting with the group.

The last major militant attacks in Jakarta were in July 2009, with bombs at the JW Marriott and
Ritz Carlton hotels.

French teacher attacked by man claiming IS link

A hooded man claiming to be acting for Islamic State attacked a nursery
school teacher with a knife-like weapon as he prepared for classes in a
school north of Paris, French officials said on Monday.

The male teacher was taken to hospital after the attack by a man wielding a knife or box-cutter
who fled the scene after the attack at about 0630 GMT, said the official, adding that anti-
terrorism officials were investigating.

According to one judiciary official, the assailant slashed at the teacher’s neck and said the
act was a signal from the Islamic State group, also referred to in France by the name Daesh.

”
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French police and firefighters are seen in
front of the nursery school where a hooded
man claiming to be acting for Islamic State

attacked a teacher with a knife in
Aubervilliers, near Paris, France, December

14, 2015

This is Daesh, it’s a warning,” the attacker told his victim, the official said, adding the
victim’s life was apparently not in danger.

France’s education minister and a local government prefect visited the premises of the school
in Aubervilliers, in the Saint-Denis region just north of the capital. Classes at the school
were cancelled.

The prefect, who was not introduced by name, told reporters it was too early to draw
conclusions about the character of the attack, noting that the assailant, wearing a balaclava,
had apparently found the weapon at the school premises.

The incident came a month after gunmen and suicide bombers killed 130 people in Paris an attack
claimed by Islamic State, the militant Islamist group which controls swathes of Syria and Iraq
and has vowed to attack France, a member of the coalition of countries conducting air strikes
against it.

It also came days after a knifing in London’s underground urban rail network which police are
treating as a terrorist attack


