One in coma after French clinical trial

Six people are in a critical condition — including one in a coma — after clinical trial of new
drug in France, the country’s health minister says.

Health Minister Marisol Touraine is travelling to Rennes. Photo: AFP/BBC

Marisol Touraine said there had been a “very serious accident” during a trial by a private
laboratory in Rennes.

The minister said she would be making an emergency visit to the city, in the north-west of
France, on Friday.

The trial has been suspended and the firm is recalling the volunteers. It is unclear how many
people are involved.

Participants had taken “a drug taken orally being developed by a European laboratory” that was
licensed to operate, the ministry said in a statement (in French).

Unconfirmed French media reports said it was a cannabis-based painkiller.

The first people to fall ill were taken into hospital earlier this week, French media said. An
investigation is under way.

Touraine expressed her “deep determination to get to the bottom.. of this tragic accident” and
find who was responsible.

Jakarta attacks: Convicted militant named as attacker

Police in Indonesia have identified four out of five of the Jakarta attackers. Two were
previously convicted militants.

Police named one — Afif Sunakim, seen carrying a gun and rucksack during the attacks. He was
given a seven-year jail term for attending a militant camp.
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All five died in Thursday's attacks, which left two civilians dead and were claimed by Islamic
State (IS).

Three arrests were made on Friday but it is unclear if they are connected.

Security forces battled militants for hours in the busy commercial district where the militants
struck.

A Canadian and an Indonesian national died, and at least 20 people were injured.

The assault ended when two attackers died in a suicide bombing, police say, with the other
three killed in gun battles.

Following recent IS threats, the country, which had been attacked by Islamist militants several
times in the past, had been on high alert.

Who is the gunman in the picture?
What we know about the attack

e ‘We are not afraid’ tweets Jakarta
A new breed of militants

IS influence in Indonesia

Gen Badrodin Haiti, the national police chief, said Sunakim and one other attacker had both
been convicted criminals.

Jakarta’s chief of police, Insp Gen Tito Karnavian, said a hunt was under way for terror cells
believed to be behind the attack.

Three men were arrested near Jakarta early on Friday, police told local media.

A police spokesman, Anton Charliyan, confirmed on Friday that those who organised the attacks
were associated with IS.

Two of the perpetrators, he added, were “known to have committed similar radical activities
some time ago”.

Earlier, Bahrum Naim, an Indonesian believed to be fighting with IS in Syria, was named as the
suspected co-ordinator.

Insp Gen Karnavian said Naim’s “vision” was to unite various IS-supporting groups across South
East Asia.

IS released a statement saying it had targeted citizens of countries which are part of the
international coalition fighting the group, which controls parts of Syria and Iraq.

‘Game-changer’ for Indonesia

Life is getting back to normal on the junction where the attack happened — but only up to a
point.

Traffic is flowing and the road sweepers are busy but the police post which was hit remains
boarded up, and the Starbucks cafe at the centre of the attack is surrounded by iron fencing,
curious onlookers and media using anything at hand to peer over the top at the blown out
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windows.

The condolence flowers have now been removed — probably to stop the crowds gathering to take
selfies, risking their lives in the morning traffic.

But with the city’'s police chief admitting Thursday’'s assault is likely to be a game-changer
for Indonesia, there is no doubt the risk of another attack has taken a new form. And no matter
how “tiny” the group, as he called them, they have proved they can kill.

Insp Gen Karnavian told the BBC the main culprits were “connected to other cells in Java and
Sulawesi and we are chasing them”.

He said one IS plot had been foiled at the end of 2015 and a number of people detained, among
them a man who said he had been instructed by Naim.

Naim has been linked to the IS-allied East Indonesia Mujahidin Group (MIT), which is based on
the island of Sulawesi.

Insp Gen Karnavian said Indonesia had significantly developed its understanding of domestic
militant networks since the 2002 bomb attack in Bali, which killed 202 people.

Some 1,000 people linked to radical networks had been brought to justice in Indonesia since
2000, he said, but some had since been released from prison and had “the potential to pose a
threat”.

“What we need to do today is strengthen capability and also sharing information with others
because it is not home grown in Indonesia but it is part of a global network,” he said.

Indonesian President Joko Widodo tweeted on Friday that there was “no place for terrorism on
Earth” and that “every citizen in the world” needed to fight it.

Islamist attacks in Indonesia

Indonesia has suffered militant attacks in the past, but has been relatively successful in
curbing home-grown Islamist extremism after a spate of attacks in the last decade. Some of the
deadliest include

e July 2009: Seven people killed and dozens wounded when two suicide bombers target Marriott
and Ritz Carlton hotels in Jakarta

Oct 2005: Suicide attacks in Bali leave 23 dead, including the bombers

Sept 2004: Bomb outside Australian embassy in Jakarta kills at least nine people

Aug 2003: Bomb at Jakarta’s Marriott Hotel kills 12

Oct 2002: Bali bombings kill 202, including 88 Australians

Dec 2000: Church bombings across the country kill 19



Multiple explosions, gunfire rock Indonesia’s Jakarta; at least 7 dead including 4
attackers

Suspected Islamic militants launched a massive gun and bomb attack in Indonesia capital
Jakarta, leaving at least 7 people dead. Media reports claimed that at least 10-14 gunmen —
most of whom are still at large — where involved in the deadly strike, which has been now
described by Indonesian President Joko Widodo as a terror attacks.

S

The deadly attacks were focused on a Starbucks in an area filled with offices and Western
brands.

Jakarta police say the 7 dead include 4 attackers too.

Starbucks has confirmed that a customer has sustained injuries from explosion in Jakarta and
was treated, latest reports said.

Indonesian police has said that the attack in downtown Jakarta has ended and security forces
are in control.

Eyewitnesses said that the multiple terror strike started at 10:30 am local time in the heart
of Jakarta when a militant shot dead a traffic cop from close range and then blew himself up.

Moments later one more explosion was heard from across the street at a Starbucks cafe. Reports
later said that the gunman who attacked the cafe shoot at bystanders, as a series of explosions
rocked the area.

The area is very near to a number of embassies and the regional office of the United Nations. A
popular shopping centre called the Sarinah mall along the busy Jalan Thamrin is also in the
vicinity.
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Police snipers were deployed among hundreds
of other security officers even as latest
reports now suggest that the terrorists are
holed up in a theatre.

Indonesia has been on edge in recent weeks over the threat posed by Islamist militants and
counter-terrorism police have launched a crackdown on people with suspected links to Islamic
State.

“We have previously received a threat from Islamic State that Indonesia will be the spotlight,”
police spokesman Anton Charliyan told reporters. But he said police did not know who was
resposible.

An explosion was heard in the western suburb of Palmerah, according to a domestic media tweet,
but police said they could not confirm a .
blast there.

Indonesia has the world's largest Muslim population, the vast majority of whom practise a
moderate form of the religion.

The country saw a spate of militant attacks in the 2000s, the deadliest of which was a
nightclub bombing on the holiday island of Bali that killed 202 people, most of them tourists.

Police have been largely successful in destroying domestic militant cells since then, but
officials have more recently been worrying about a resurgence inspired by groups such as
Islamic State and Indonesians who return after fighting with the group.

The last major militant attacks in Jakarta were in July 2009, with bombs at the JW Marriott and
Ritz Carlton hotels.



Six killed by bomb at Turkey police HQ

A car bomb blast has hit a police headquarters in south-eastern Turkey, killing six people and
wounding at least 39, officials say.

A woman and a baby were among the dead. Rescuers were searching through rubble at the scene in
Cinar district, Diyarbakir province.

Officials blamed the blast on Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK) militants, who are active in the
mainly Kurdish province.

No group has so far said it carried out the attack.

The bomb was detonated at the entrance of the Cinar district police complex, officials say. The
blast also damaged nearby residential buildings, where the mother and baby were killed.

The attackers then reportedly fired rockets at the headquarters.

Another police station, in Midyat town, in neighbouring Mardin province, was also attacked by
militants, according to Turkish media, but there are no reports of casualties.

Diyarbakir province has seen violent clashes between PKK separatists and the Turkish army in
recent months.

Last year, the city of Diyarbakir and a number of other areas in the south-east were put under
curfew as part of a security crackdown.

This followed a bomb blast that left 16 soldiers dead and a rebel ambush that killed 14 police
officers — both incidents in the east.

A ceasefire between the army and the PKK collapsed in July, and Turkish jets have since bombed
PKK bases in northern Iraq and the army launched a ground operation there.

Turkey is also part of a US-led coalition that has been carrying out air strikes against
Islamic State (IS) militants in Iraq and Syria.

However, Ankara has been accused of hitting mostly PKK targets, angering Kurds who are
themselves fighting IS in the two countries.

Obama puts 'focus on the future' in State of the Union address

US President Barack Obama vigorously defended his legacy while striking an optimistic tone for
the future in his final State of the Union address.

He pushed back against the negative tone of the current presidential race, arguing the US has
the “strongest, most durable economy in the world”.

“Anyone claiming that America’s economy is in decline is peddling fiction,” Mr Obama told
lawmakers.
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The speech to Congress highlighted his accomplishments such as health reform.
However, his focus was on cementing his legacy rather than unveiling new policies.

“For my final address to this chamber, I don’t want to talk just about the next year,” he said.
“I want to focus on our future.”

Both houses of Congress attended Mr Obama’s annual address

Mr Obama focused on tackling income inequity, using technology to combat climate change and how
to maintain national security while not becoming mired in far-flung conflicts.

Finally, he talked at length about improving the state of politics and debate.
“Democracy does require basic bonds of trust between its citizens,” he said.

He called on voters and members of Congress to change the divisive tone of politics and to
“change the system to reflect our better selves”.

Mr Obama said a major regret of his presidency is that Republicans and Democrats have become
more divided.

Mr Obama took indirect aim to Republican presidential front-runner Donald Trump who has been
criticised for his comments about Muslims and immigrants.

“When politicians insult Muslims, when a mosque is vandalized, or a kid bullied, that doesn’t
make us safer,” Mr Obama said.

“That’s not telling it like it is. It’s just wrong. .. And it betrays who we are as a country.”

In the year ahead, Mr Obama said he wants to:

close the Guantanamo Bay prison

achieve meaningful criminal justice reform
address rising tide of prescription drug abuse
authorise the use of military force against IS
1ift the embargo on Cuba



He also announced a new national cancer research initiative that Vice President Joe Biden will
be leading.

He only mentioned guns briefly, despite a recent policy push for executive actions on gun
control, though a chair was left empty in the chamber to symbolise victims of gun violence.

South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley, delivering the Republican response to the address, said Mr
Obama “spoke eloquently about grand things,” but that his “record has fallen short of his
soaring words”.

“During anxious times, it can be tempting to follow the siren call of the angriest voices. We
must resist that temptation,” she said, likely referring to Mr Trump but not mentioning him by
name.

She said Republicans must recognise their role in the declining trust in government in the US.

“We have big decisions to make. Our country is being tested,” she said. “But we'’ve been tested
in the past, and our people have always risen to the challenge.”
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Saudi Arabia breaks off ties with Iran

Saudi Arabia says it has broken off diplomatic ties with Iran, amid a row over the Saudi
execution of a prominent Shia Muslim cleric.

Saudi Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeir was speaking after demonstrators had stormed the Saudi
embassy in Tehran.

Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr and 46 others were executed on Saturday after being convicted of terror-
related offences.

Mr Jubeir said that all Iranian diplomats must leave Saudi Arabia within 48 hours.
Saudi Arabia was recalling its diplomats from Tehran, he said.

Mr Jubeir said Saudi Arabia would not let Iran undermine its security, accusing it of having
“distributed weapons and planted terrorist cells in the region”.

“Iran’'s history is full of negative interference and hostility in Arab issues, and it is always
accompanied by destruction,” he told a news conference.

US state department spokesman John Kirby said: “We will continue to urge leaders across the
region to take affirmative steps to calm tensions”.

“We believe that diplomatic engagement and direct conversations remain essential,” he said.

Saudi Arabia says it has broken off diplomatic ties with Iran, amid a row over the Saudi
execution of a prominent Shia Muslim cleric.

Earlier, Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei warned that the Sunni Muslim kingdom
would face “divine revenge” for the execution — an act which also angered Shia Muslims
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elsewhere in the Middle East.
Ayatollah Khamenei called Sheikh Nimr a “martyr” who had acted peacefully.

Protesters stormed the Saudi embassy in Tehran late on Saturday, setting fire to the building
before being driven back by police. The Saudi foreign ministry said none of its diplomats had
been harmed in the incident.

Iran is Saudi Arabia’s main regional rival — they back opposing sides in the conflicts in Syria
and Yemen.

Relations between the countries have been strained over various issues in recent decades,
including Iran’s nuclear programme and deaths of Iranians at the Hajj pilgrimage in 1987 and
again in 2015.

Who was Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr?

—aal

News of Sheikh Nimr’s execution prompted an angry response from Shias across the

region

e In his 50s when he was executed, he has been a persistent critic of Saudi Arabia’s Sunni
royal family

e Arrested several times over the past decade, alleging he was beaten by Saudi secret police
during one detention

e Met US officials in 2008, Wikileaks revealed, seeking to distance himself from anti-American
and pro-Iranian statements

e Said to have a particularly strong following among Saudi Shia youth

Sheikh Nimr al-Nimr: Figurehead Shia cleric
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Most of the 47 people executed by Saudi Arabia were Sunnis convicted of involvement in al-
Qaeda-linked terror attacks over the last decade.

Sheikh Nimr was involved in anti-government protests that erupted in Saudi Arabia in the wake
of the Arab Spring, up to his arrest in 2012.

The execution sparked new demonstrations in Saudi Arabia’s Eastern Province, where Shia Muslims
complain of marginalisation, as well as in Iraq, Bahrain and several other countries.

The top Shia cleric in Iraq, Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani denounced the execution as an “unjust
aggression”.

The leader of Lebanon’s Shia Hezbollah movement, Hassan Nasrallah, launched his sharpest attack
yet on the Saudi ruling family on Sunday, accusing them of seeking to ignite a Shia-Sunni civil
war across the world.

He said the blood of Sheikh Nimr would “plague the Al Saud [family] until the Day of
Resurrection”, prompting cries of “Death to the Al Saud!” among an audience watching his
address.
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Pope Francis recognises second Mother Teresa 'miracle'’

Pope Francis has recognised a second miracle attributed to Mother Teresa, clearing the way for
the Roman Catholic nun to be made a saint next year.

The miracle involved the healing of a Brazilian man with several brain tumours in 2008, the
Vatican said.

Mother Teresa died in 1997 and was beatified — the first step towards sainthood — in 2003.

She won the Nobel Peace Prize for her work with the poor in the slums of the Indian city of
Kolkata (Calcutta).

“The Holy Father has authorised the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to proclaim the
decree concerning the miracle attributed to the intercession of blessed Mother Teresa,” the
Vatican said on Friday.

She is expected to be canonised in Rome in September.

Sister Christie, a spokesperson for the Missionaries of Charity Mother Teresa founded in 1950,
told the BBC that they were delighted by the news.

“Obviously all of us at the Missionaries of Charity are extremely happy. But we do not have any
plans to celebrate this announcement as yet,” she said.
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‘Saint of the gutter’

Beatification by the Catholic Church requires one miracle, while the process of becoming
recognised as a saint requires proof of at least two miracles.

Mother Teresa was beatified in 2003 after Pope John Paul II accepted as authentic a miracle
attributed to her.

He judged that the curing of an Indian woman suffering from an abdominal tumour was the result
of the supernatural intervention of the late Mother Teresa — a claim challenged by Indian
rationalists.

There are few details about the recovery of the Brazilian man, whose life the Vatican says was
saved in the second miracle.

His identity has not been disclosed to maintain the discretion needed for the investigation,
the Catholic New Agency has said.

It says he was unexpectedly cured from brain tumours in 2008 after his priest prayed for Mother
Teresa’s intervention with God.

Born Agnes Gonxhe Bojaxhiu in Skopje, Macedonia, in 1910, she dedicated her life to caring for
impoverished and sick people in Kolkata.

Known as the “saint of the gutter”, she earned worldwide acclaim for her efforts.

Her critics, however, accused her of peddling a hardline Catholicism, mixing with dictators and
accepting funds from them for her charity.

Her supporters justified the funding, saying it did not matter where the money came from as
long as it was used to help the poor.

David Cameron accused of 'governing from the gloom' over bid to scrap Freedom of
Information Act

David Cameron has been urged to scrap his review of the Freedom of Information Act and instead
strengthen the legislation to give voters a greater insight into the Government’s work.

Accusing the Prime Minister of wanting to “govern from the gloom,” deputy Labour leader Tom
Watson has described the review of the transparency legislation out of touch with the public’s
desire for more openness, a “waste of taxpayers’ money” and “predestined” to recommend raising
barriers to obtaining information.

He claimed Mr Cameron was trying to “reverse the transparency Labour introduced” and seeking to
“turn off the lights, systematically making it harder for people to engage with policy making,
retreating into a darker and more secretive place”.

Labour would strengthen and extend the FOI Act, he said, which was brought in by Tony Blair but
who later admitted the legislation was his biggest regret.

Mr Cameron was criticised for appointing a commission full of opponents of the Act to look into
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reforming the legislation, including former Home Secretary Jack Straw, a vocal critic of the
law despite playing a role in introducing it.

Mr Watson’s attack on the Government'’s review comes after the former head of the civil service
Lord Kerslake dismissed claims that the FOI Act had a “chilling effect” on civil servants.

In a speech in central London, Mr Watson will accuse Mr Cameron of contradicting his pledge as
opposition leader when he said “sunlight is the best disinfectant” and promised the Tories
would “bring the operation of Government out into the open”.

“As Prime Minister he is methodically closing all the doors and the shutters, drawing the
blinds and the curtains, retreating to the shadows at the back of the national farmhouse,” Mr
Watson said.

“He wants to govern from the gloom in the old fashioned way, without the inconvenience of
scrutiny, abandoning any hope of decency or trust.”

Mr Watson cited NHS England’s announcement that weekly bulletins on the health service’s
performance over the winter will no longer include figures on four-hour waits in A&E
departments, the number of ambulances queuing outside hospitals or operations cancelled at the
last minute.

“His response to the crisis in our health service has been to introduce an NHS news blackout,”
Mr Watson said.

“He thinks we won’t like what they’re doing, so they’re going to stop telling us about it.”

Isis: Former German militant claims group is planning co-ordinated terror attacks in
Europe

A German jihadist who fled Isis after witnessing beheadings and executions in Syria has claimed
the group is trying to plan a Europe-wide terror attack.

The 27-year-old former militant, named as Harry S, said he and other foreign fighters had been
asked if they would “bring jihad to their homeland”.

“They want something that happens everywhere at the same time,” he said.
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Harry S witnessed Isis massacres after the group seized Palmyra iE*May
Harry S was speaking to Der Spiegel from prison, where he is still being questioned by police

and the intelligence services after being arrested at Bremen airport on his return in July.

He claimed he fled Isis because he could not stand its brutality after three months with the
group in Syria and is now telling German authorities all he knows.

The former extremist appeared in a propaganda video filmed shortly after Isis seized the city
of Palmyra in May.

Wearing camouflage, he carried the flag of the so-called Islamic State across the screen before
German-speaking militants called on supporters across the world to kill “infidels” before
shooting two prisoners dead.

“All you need is to take a big knife, and go down to the streets and slaughter every infidel
you encounter,” they urged.

The video, entitled “The lions of the Caliphate: A message signed in blood to Angela Merkel”
featured notorious Austrian Islamist Mohamed Mahmoud, who founded a banned Salafist group
called Millatu Ibrahim.

Since travelling to join Isis in Syria, Harry S said he had been leading mass executions and
holding weekly ideological training sessions in Raqga.

Reports that Mahmoud and former Berlin rapper Denis Cuspert (aka Deso Dogg), who went under the
name Abu Talha al-Almani, have been killed in air strikes have not been confirmed by the German
government.

Harry S said he met both men for the first time in Syria, having apparently been radicalised
after meeting German Islamist René Marc Sepac in prison as he served a two-year sentence for
robbery.

After attempting to join Isis in 2014, when he was arrested and returned to Bremen by Turkish
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authorities, he had his passport confiscated and was ordered to check in at a police station
twice a week, Der Spiegel reported.

But in the spring of his year he managed to travel under someone else’s passport to Syria,
where he says he was trained to become part of a special unit intended to carry out urban
combat missions before detonating suicide bombs. But he fled before being sent into battle.

Harry S stands accused of membership of a terror group and faces a lengthy prison sentence if
convicted.

His lawyer, Udo Wirtz, said his client did not directly take part in any atrocities, calling
him a “lackey who allowed himself to be misled by the propaganda of Isis and who misled
himself”.

Germany’s domestic intelligence agency believes more than 700 Germans have joined Isis in Iraq
and Syria.

Germany ready to help 'natural ally' Britain

Germany signalled its readiness yesterday to be “extremely helpful” to Prime Minister David
Cameron in his quest to renegotiate Britain’s membership of the European Union.

Speaking before EU leaders debate Cameron’s EU reform demands today, Chancellor Angela Merkel
called Britain a “natural ally” and described the benefits British membership brings to the
bloc’s 28 members.

Cameron has promised to renegotiate Britain’s EU ties ahead of a membership referendum by the
end of 2017. While he favours staying in a reformed EU, he has said he rules out nothing if he
does not get the changes he wants.

She stressed Britain’s contribution to strengthening Europe’s internal market and promoting
economic growth.

“As a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council, Great Britain contributes
significantly to the European Union’s importance in the world,” she said.

Reaching a deal on the British question would be “very challenging”, Merkel added. But she said
the EU had in the past addressed other countries’ issues in the bloc “and I am therefore
confident we can do it this time”.

She said the core EU principles of free movement of people and non-discrimination between
citizens could not be questioned.

n

“These principles are not up for negotiation,” Merkel declared to loud applause in the
Bundestag, stressing that the details of the talks would be critical.

Limiting benefits available to EU migrants to Britain is the most contentious of Cameron’s
demands.

A senior German official told a pre-summit briefing Berlin was ready to be “extremely helpful”
to Cameron, but it was up to him to present his case.
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Pressed on the benefits issue, the official said: “We have clear political guidance. We want
Britain to stay in the EU. We can’t accept everything but we will do what we can to accommodate
Mr. Cameron.”

A poll yesterday showed that British support for remaining in the EU would fall significantly
if Cameron was unable to achieve safeguards for non-euro zone countries and curbs to welfare
payments for migrants.

Some German government officials have stressed they cannot convince other European states,
mainly eastern, to drop their opposition to Britain’s push for a four-year curb on welfare
payments for EU migrants.

But they said they wanted Britain to play an active role in the EU.

“The UK must sit in the driver’s seat, and not next to it,” said another German official.




