Next raid on Sisodia, Satyendra Jain; Modi can't do anything as God is with us: Kejriwal

In yet another scathing attack against the Centre, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Friday made sensational allegations against the BJP disposition and alleged that his deputy
Manish Sisodia or Delhi cabinet minister Satyendra Jain could be the next ‘target’ of Narendra
Modi regime.

Kejriwal said that the PMO officials were being pressurised to dig out something ‘wrong’ signed
by Sisodia and Jain to trap them.

Kejriwal also tweeted that Prime Minister Narendra Modi can’t harm him and Delhi ministers as
‘God is with them’.
The Delhi CM has been at loggerheads with Centre since coming to power in February last year.

Last month, Kejriwal had accused Union Minister Arun Jaitley and the central government of
raiding his office to get control of certain files pertaining to the DDCA scam, where the union
Finance Minister’s role is being questioned.

2002 hit-and-run case: Soul-searching by Mumbai police over 16 lapses in Salman Khan case
Nearly a month after Bollywood megastar Salman Khan was acquitted in the 2002 accident case,
Mumbai police have done some soul-searching on alleged lapses that led to the legal defeat,
officials said on Tuesday.

For starters, police top brass issued a circular to all police stations on the procedural
lapses and discrepancies in the police case as vividly brought out in the Bombay High Court
judgment that quashed the case against the actor.

The circular will serve as a veritable guideline to police personnel on how to probe accidents
and accident-related cases in the future, especially those involving high-profile celebrities,
actors or businessmen, an official explained while declining to be named.

The Maharashtra government has informed the high court that it would challenge the verdict in
the Supreme Court soon and the police are currently preparing a watertight appeal.

The circular issued by Additional Police Commissioner (Crime) K.M.M. Prasanna’s office asks all
police officers to learn from the alleged mistakes of the investigating team in the Salman Khan
case and ensure that these are not repeated.

Salman Khan was found guilty by the sessions court in May 2016 and convicted for, among others
charges, culpable homicide not amounting to murder, and sentenced to five years in jail.

On December 10, 2015, in a hard-hitting judgment, the Bombay High Court acquitted him of all
charges and quashed the lower court verdict.

The circular lists around 16 lapses in the case investigation that contributed to the adverse
judgment and public reactions.

Prominent among these were collecting bills from Rain Bar, where the actor allegedly consumed
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liquor, without due certification under the Evidence Act as well as bills from J.W. Marriot
Hotel and a parking tag that were not recorded in the ‘panchnama’ (record/document on identity
of accused, articles seized from him/her), raising doubts about the evidence and where Khan
went after leaving the Rain Bar.

The actor was present at Bandra police station from the morning of September 28, 2002, but was
taken to Sir J.J. Hospital only in the afternoon for collecting blood samples.

Similarly, while the blood samples of the only person who died in the accident were collected
at Bhabha Hospital in Bandra, it remained unexplained when Khan was taken to Sir J.J. Hospital
in south Mumbai.

Also mentioned was the two-day delay in sending the collected blood samples to the forensic
sciences laboratory on September 30. Since these were kept in the police station till then, the
court said they may have been tampered with or not stored properly.

Even the chain of custody of the blood samples was not properly established and owing to a
missing link, the biological evidence was not credible. The statement of the policeman who
carried the blood samples from the hospital to the police station was not recorded nor was he
examined.

Another lapse pertained to 6 ml blood drawn from Khan in two containers, though the 1lab
received only 4 ml blood. The receiving clerk at the FSL was not examined while the
investigating officer did not verify the medical papers while collecting them; even the blood
collection reports showed many discrepancies and defects which were admitted.

The actor was not charged under the Bombay Prohibition Act and in two places the FIR was
altered without explanation.

Statements of the witnesses were not recorded under Section 161 of the Code for Criminal
Procedure and nobody says Khan was driving the vehicle. While the defence said the vehicle tyre
had burst leading to the accident, it (tyre) was not sent for forensic examination.

Lastly, British national and singer-actor Kamaal Khan, who was allegedly Salman’s co-passenger
when the accident occurred, was not summoned as police witness in the case though his address
was available with the police.

BJP highlights Malda riots' 'truth' with five questions for Mamata

Hours after its three-member delegation was detained and sent back without their planned visit
to violence-torn Malda district, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Monday levelled serious
allegations against West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.

Accusing Mamata Banerjee of failing to control violence at Kaliachak despite reports about
brewing tension in advance, BJP senior leader Siddharth Nath Singh on Monday indicated that
Kaliachak police station was attacked to destroy records about opium farming and fake currency
racket in the area.

He also said the three party MPs — SS Ahluwalia, BD Ram and Bhupender Yadav, who were part of
the BJP’s delegation to Malda, will meet the President and Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh
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after returning to Delhi.
Singh said the BJP is posing five questions before Mamata Banerjee:

1. The incident (Malda violence) happened on January 3. Leaflets, pamphlets and other publicity
materials were being openly distributed in the area in advance to provoke the communal flare.
Then why did state government failed to take precautionary measures and curb the violence on
time?

2. Mamata govt is calling Malda violence a reaction to a provocative statement against Prophet
Muhammad made one month ago. So why was this reaction after a gap of one month? It was not a
reaction but a planned action.

3. Mamata Banerjee is saying the violence was between locals and BSF. If it was so, then why
the mob attacked police station? They should have attacked or gathered at BSF posts.

4. NIA has been working on the investigation into Malda fake currency racket. More than 50
persons have been arrested in the past and most of them were from Malda. NIA was in touch with
West Bengal govt to burst this racket. There were crucial records at Kaliachak police station
which was attacked by the mob.

5. There is widespread opium farming taking place in Malda. Aren’t the state government and
police aware of it? Why is West Bengal govt sleeping over it?

Opium farming here leads to fake currency rackets and other anti-national activities. This is
why the police station which had crucial information regarding these cases was attacked.

Earthquake hits India's Manipur state
An earthquake measuring 6.8 magnitude has hit northeast India, near its border with Myanmar and
Bangladesh, the US Geological Survey (USGS) has said.

The quake hit at 04:35 local time (23:05 GMT Sunday) about 29km (18 miles) northwest of Imphal,
the capital of Manipur state, according to USGS.

Strong tremors have been felt across the region.
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Our reporter in Dhaka says many people were seen fleeing their homes in Bangladesh.

USGS issued a yellow alert for casualties and damage, with a 35% likelihood of between one and
10 deaths from the tremor.

The earthquake was originally reported to have measured 6.8 magnitude.

The region has a history of powerful earthquakes caused by the northward collision of the
Indian and Eurasian plates. They are moving towards each other at a rate of 4-5cm per year.

In 2005, a magnitude 7.6 quake in Pakistan-administered Kashmir left more than 75,000 people
dead.

In April 2015, Nepal suffered its worst earthquake on record with 9,000 people killed and about
900,000 homes damaged or destroyed.

Battle for Pathankot Indian airbase enters second night

The battle between Indian troops and militants who attacked an air force base at Pathankot near
the Pakistani border has entered a second night.

At least four attackers and seven Indian soldiers have died so far.

It is unclear whether all the militants have been killed, with the home secretary saying two
gunmen were still at large.

The attack is being seen as a blow to an apparent Indo-Pakistani peace initiative launched just
days ago.

Hopes for a thaw in relations were raised after Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid an
unexpected visit to his Pakistani counterpart, Nawaz Sharif.

Fresh gunfire and a blast were heard at the base on Sunday, more than a day after the attack
started.

Pakistan’s foreign ministry and the US State Department have condemned the attack.

Helicopoters have been involved in the operation to secure
the base
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The attack started before dawn on Saturday, when a group of gunmen — wearing Indian army
uniforms — entered the residential quarters on the base.

Hours of heavy gunfire followed, and a helicopter was seen firing at the facility. On Saturday
afternoon, police said the base had been secured.

However, fresh gunfire was reported on Sunday morning.

A senior government official, Home Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi, troops were battling at least two
gunmen who had been cornered at the site.

At least one explosion — suspected to have been caused by a grenade — was heard on Sunday.
Local news reports said a soldier from a commando unit had been killed while defusing
explosives.

India’s Punjab state is on alert following the attack

The identity of the attackers is not clear. Some Indian security officials suggested the
Islamist militant group Jaish-e-Mohammed was to blame.

India says the group is backed by Pakistan, but Islamabad denies this.

In July seven people were killed in a similar attack when gunmen stormed a police station in
nearby Gurdaspur district. The three attackers in Gurdaspur were killed after a 12-hour
standoff with police.

Pathankot air force base is about 430km (270 miles) north of the Indian capital, Delhi and is
on the road linking Indian-administered Kashmir with the rest of the country.

Indian-administered Kashmir has seen a long-running insurgency against rule from Delhi, and
Kashmir has been a flashpoint in relations between Pakistan and India for nearly 70 years since
independence.

This Reddit Thread Between India and Pak

Today morning, Reddit India started a cultural exchange thread with Pakistan. In this thread,
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people from Pakistan asked questions about India. If you think it was an unpleasant
conversation with both sides hurling abuses at each other, then you are wrong. Pakistanis asked
relevant questions from everything about Indian food, to why people from the North East feel
neglected.

We bring you some excerpts from the thread.

On phobia Indians may have towards the Muslim community.

Pakistan: On a grass root level, how much of a phobia, if any exists that perhaps one day
Muslims will rule the whole subcontinent again just like we did back in the medieval times.

India: The only subliminal phobia Indians have is that the Indian Muslims will out breed the
Hindus, and that India will become another Pakistan.

On Pakistani women.



Pakistan: It seems to be a trope, on both sides of the border, that Pakistani women are
attractive. Additionally, it’s one of the common themes of comments from Indians on the
cultural exchange thread on our side.

Is this a widespread belief on your side of the border?

India: Yes. Pakistani women are considered hotter. It is a case of grass being greener on the
other side.

On partition



Pakistan: What was partition like for your family?

India: Both my maternal grandparents are from small villages in the Pakistani side of Punjab.
My Dadaji used to tell me stories about crossing the Sindh (Indus) and its enormous width. He
suffered enormously during partition because he was an engineering student in Lahore and had to
give up his studies to flee with his family. No one died, but they lost everything and had to
start from scratch. Dadi is religious and never talks about her past, but I know that her story
is a bit darker since some of her relatives were abducted during the journey. Thankfully, they
got an Apartment in Delhi and made a career in public education

Pakistan: My maternal grandparents happened to be on the Indian side of Punjab. They were close
to the boundary and found out on the 3rd day (i.e. when Radcliffe Award was announced) that
they’re on the wrong side. They were also told that some Sikhs are coming to kill them, so they
fled for Pakistan with nothing but the clothes on their backs, they had no time to gather their
belongings. When they came to Pakistan my paternal grandparents helped them settle and that’s
how the two families met. I guess they were lucky in a sense that they escaped violence.In
those days, they didn’t trust banks so they used to fill up pots with money and bury them. They
had two pots full of coins made of mostly silver which they couldn’t retrieve when fleeing. So
somewhere in India, there’s likely two pots full of silver still buried.

On what Indians like about Pakistan and Pakistanis.



Pakistan: What is one thing that you respect about Pakistanis? I respect the Indian tendency to
focus on studies. Also the fact that you guys are able to run such a diverse and large country
fairly smoothly.

India: You guys are trying to expand the middle-class and settling things down, despite having
a lot of political turmoil, drones overhead, and a lot of terrorist attacks on schools and
shit.The youth culture and things like MTV Coke Studio. Also, your TV serials and coal-smoked
Kebabs are the one thing I’ll acknowledge you've beaten us Indians in.

On Mumbai attacks, and India-Pakistan friendship.

Pakistan: If the Mumbai attacks hadn’t happened, how different do you guys think the
relationship between the two countries would be?



India: 26/11 showed us that the intentions on your side were not just for vote bank appeasement
or money laundering (like in Kashmir). This was intense and insane. With any other government
in place, a cold start would have been activated. It has caused us a lot of pain just like the
continued support for separatists in J&K from your side. Still, I feel it matters more to you
than to us of what you make of the future of our friendship. Stop supporting anti-India
ideologies and yours will be a more prosperous nation.

On why North East seems disconnected from the rest of
India
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Pakistan: How culturally connected is the Northeast to the rest of India? I've only met one
person in my life from the NE, and they identified themselves as Assamese, not Indian. In fact,
they really didn’t like being called Indian, spoke zero Hindi, etc.

India: There is a disconnect and gentrification which has created problems, but more and more
NE Indians come to major metropolitan cities in rest of India for jobs and assimilate. There is
also increasing awareness about stopping discrimination, and the issue has gained visibility.
So things are getting better.

On Allama Igbal- the man who wrote Saare Jahaan Se Acha



Pakistan: What is the general opinion of people about Allama Igbal? Do people even know about
him?

India: He wrote Saare Jahan Se Achha. He is well known for this. But, our textbooks don’'t
mention that he was Pakistan’s Tagore.

On the bonding of Indians and Pakistanis outside Asia




Pakistan: But Indian Americans and Pakistani Americans seem way closer than Indians/Pakistanis
back in Asia. Especially in college campuses where you have desi dance nights targeted at
Ind/Pak Americans. Also grocery stores, restaurants, art stores etc. Are shared between Indians
and Pakistanis. Lots of Indian grocery stores are owned by Pakistanis. What’s your take on
that?

India: Australian Indian here. Yeah, South Asians here all get along, unless cricket is
involved then there’s a lot of trash talking. We all wish Happy Diwali and Eid Mubarak to each
other. Our communities are pretty small here so we all stick together.

It’'s a general unspoken rule you don’'t talk about Kashmir.

This article has been taken from this thread.

Delhi gang rape juvenile released
Youngest convict in 2012 Delhi gang rape is released from correction centre, his lawyer tells
the BBC.

This news story is being updated and more details will be published shortly. Please refresh the
page for the fullest version.

Legal challenges and protests from the victim’s parents had failed to prevent the release.

The rapist, who cannot be named as he was a minor at the time of the crime, was sentenced to
three years in a reform facility in August 2013.

The rape and the subsequent death of the woman caused global outrage.

Lakhs Of Jabalpur Residents In Danger

Thousands of unexploded and rejected bombs from 1999 Kargil war lie buried in the premises of
Ordnance Factory Khamaria (OFK), located in a densely populated area in Jabalpur town in Madhya
Pradesh, posing a huge security risk for the town which also happens to be quake-prone.
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Representational image of unexploded bombs from Hamas. Image: Reuters

The danger to OFK can be huge given reports of sporadic explosions on the premises in the last
few years: The latest incident occurred as recent as Friday night when two employees were
injured in a minor explosion.

Insiders claim over a lakh of 84mm mortars, L70 and BMP2
shells are stockpiled underground at OFK.

Their detonators have corroded to the point where it is dangerous to defuse them, sources said.
Besides, there are chances of spontaneous combustion due to rapid deterioration of the duds.

Magazine F12, where the Kargil explosives are stored, is out of bounds for employees as it was
recently sealed by OFK authorities. Among the explosives that are stored in F12 are bombs,
mortars, improvised explosive devices (IEDs), artillery shells, rockets, torpedoes and
grenades.

“We have raised the issue with authorities several times, but nobody is willing to take the
" said Arun Dubey,
member, joint consultation machinery (JCM) at Khamaria, which is under the Ministry of Defence.

risk. The dump at OFK has enough ammunition to go to war with any country,

More fear about RDX

What's also ringing alarm bells at OFK is the stock of 4000-kg RDX supplied by Russian state
arms export agency M/s Rosoboronexport in 2003. “Russian RDX worth crores had failed quality
check and could not be used. There were several communications between OFK and the Russian
agency on the issue. In 2014, the agency replaced the stock without taking back the inferior
RDX,"” claimed an OFK employee.

Besides Kargil explosives, a stockpile of rejected bombs is also awaiting disposal at the
ordnance factory, which was hastily set up by the British in 1942 at the peak of World War II
to feed Allied forces in Africa and Eastern Europe.

There was a series of communications between OFK and higher authorities in the ministry of
defence over transportation and disposal of these explosives, but nothing moved, sources said.



No one knows exact amount of explosives stored

An African child and his dog play on top of an unexploded bomb. Image: Twitter

“Nobody knows the exact quantum of explosives stored. General managers are posted and
transferred. The bosses concentrate on their production targets, not disposal,” said Dubey.
However, he added that OKF ensures safety protocols to avert accidents.

There are several bomb storage magazines across 7000-acre ordnance factory, most of them being
from the British era. The magazines also contain raw material for assembly of L77, VMP 2, 551,
SSAPDS 125mm, 36mm GHASA, 23mm Silka and Adan bombs.

While OFK general manager Sanjeev Gupta is on tour, assistant GM AK Thakur refused to comment.
“I have recently joined and let me settle down,” he said.

General secretary of Intuc unit of OFK K B S Chouhan said there is no policy to dispose of
these explosives. “Disposal should be planned to avert accidents. Earlier, OFK was a forested
area but is now an urban cluster. High-intensity bombs cannot be defused here,” he said.

News Source

Bappi Lahiri, Kumar Sanu get lifetime achievement awards from Bengal

Veteran music composer Bappi Lahiri and singer Kumar Sanu were on Monday presented lifetime
achievement awards by the West Bengal government.

Lahiri thanked Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, who handed over the award at the inauguration of
the annual Bangla Sangeet Mela.

Sanu could not be present, and was given the award in absentia.

The Bishesh Sangeet Samman was awarded to Dwijen Mukhyopadhyay, Ajoy Chakraborty and Sandhya
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Mukherjee.

Shantanu Moitra was honoured with Maha Sangeet Samman along with Mohammad Aziz, Kumar Bose and
Shibaji Chattopadhyay.

Sriradha Bandyopadhyay, Dileep Kumar Bose, Fakir Alamgir, and Nachiketa were given Special
Sangeet Samman.

Banerjee said that over 6,000 artistes will perform across 10 venues during the Bangla Sangeet
Mela between December 15 and 21.

AAP, Congress playing dirty politics over slum dwellers: BJIP
BJP's Delhi unit president Satish Upadhyay on Monday accused the Aam Aadmi Party and the
Congress of doing “dirty politics” over the demolition of a slum in the city.

“They have no concern for the betterment of the lives of slum dwellers. ALl the concern being
shown is a part of vote bank politics,” Upadhyay told reporters here.

He said slum dwellers very well understood that both Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi were “just playing with their emotions”.

“The tears being shed by Rahul Gandhi reflect political opportunism,” the BJP leader said,
adding that both parties should stop playing politics and work to provide a better life to slum
dwellers.

More than 500 hutments were demolished by Indian Railways authorities in Shakur Basti in west
Delhi on Saturday, leaving hundreds homeless in the winter chill. An infant allegedly died
during the drive.

Upadhyay said over 2,000 shanties existed on the railway land in Shakur Basti, of which almost
1,600 were demolished during the Congress rule in 2011-12 without payment of any compensation.

He said over 7,000 flats meant for slum dwellers at Narela and around 40,000 flats with the
Delhi government were lying vacant for the last five years.

“If Kejriwal is true to the cause of slum dwellers at Shakur Basti, he should allocate those
flats to them,” Upadhyay added.
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