Man gquilty of IS-inspired knife plan

A man has been convicted of preparing to carry out a knife attack in London, inspired by so-
called Islamic State.

Nadir Syed, 22, from Southall in west London, was arrested hours after buying a chef’s knife in
November 2014, days before Remembrance Sunday.

Woolwich Crown Court heard how he had been inspired by IS leaders urging attacks on Western
targets, including police and soldiers.

The jury could not reach verdicts on two other men on trial.

Haseeb Hamayoon, 29, from Hayes, west London and Yousaf Syed, 20, from High Wycombe,
Buckinghamshire, denied planning acts of terrorism. They will be retried.

Syria attempt

The jury returned a majority verdict on Syed after more than 50 hours’ deliberation.

The court heard how he had expressed admiration for the killers of soldier Lee Rigby and how he
shared violent footage of beheadings from Syria and Irag on social media.

Syed was arrested in November 2014

Some of his conversations were made on encrypted applications, the jury was told.

The court heard that Syed had also tried to travel to Syria to fight with IS militants but had
been stopped from leaving the country in January 2014.

In September 2014, IS militants issued a fatwa or decree calling on its followers in the West
to carry out attacks at home, jurors were told.

‘Stamped on poppy’

In the weeks that followed, Syed’s behaviour became increasingly worrying to MI5 and police
intelligence officers who were watching him.

The court also heard how Syed had appeared in a video in which he stamped on a poppy and kicked
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it towards a drain, which prosecutor Max Hill QC said was demonstrative of his “attitude to the
poppy as the remembrance image in this country”.

By November last year he was actively searching for knives of “sufficient quality to source an
attack”, the court heard, and he was eventually arrested on 6 November shortly after buying a
30cm chef’s knife.

Commander Richard Walton, head of the Metropolitan Police’s Counter Terrorism Command, said:
“This was an intense and lengthy operation by my officers, supported by the intelligence
agencies, and I have no doubt that London is a safer place today with this conviction.”

Syed will be sentenced at a later date.
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20 women win seats in Saudi municipal poll

Twenty women have won seats in municipal councils in Saudi Arabia as the ultraconservative
Muslim kingdom allowed females to vote and run as candidates for the first time in history in
an election on Saturday.

The 20 elected females represent just under one percent of the roughly 2,100 municipal council
seats that were contested in the election, reports the rt.com.

It was also only the third ever election in Saudi Arabia. Just men participated in the 2005 and
2011 polls.

The development is viewed as historic for Saudi Arabia where women have fewer rights than men,
being forbidden to drive cars and making major life decisions without consent from male
relatives, among other restrictions.

“I deeply believe in the importance of voting in order to be part of my country’s drive to
empower women and elevate their status. The turnout was good and the voting proceeded smoothly.
I personally voted based on the candidates’ programs and plans,” says one of the female first-
time votes.

However, the election was only for two thirds of municipal council seats which have no
legislative or national powers but are rather limited to local affairs.

The turnout was also quite low, with just 25 per cent of the voters casting ballots due to
election still being a new thing for the Saudis.

Salma bint Hazab al-Otaibi, who won a seat in the Madrika district of Mecca, was hailed as
first woman councilor in Saudi Arabia on social media.

Huda al-Jeraisy, a daughter of a former head of the chamber of commerce, was elected in the
country’s capital, Riyadh.

Two women were elected in Saudi Arabia’s most conservative region, Qassim, but their names were
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not released as well as the name of another female councillor from al-Babtain.

The late King Abdullah announced that the women would vote in 2015 as he had been looking to
increase the public role of females in the country.
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No force in world can stop Bangladesh’s war crimes trial

The BNP chief’s paying tribute to Martyred Intellectuals’ Memorial was nothing but a mockery,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said yesterday, adding no one in the world could stop the war
crimes trial initiated by her government.

The Pakistani occupation forces and their local collaborators, including Razakars, Al-Badr and
Al-Shams, killed poets, writers, teachers, journalists, doctors and many other intellectuals
from different fields on December 14, 1971 in the then East Pakistan.

Bangladesh’ Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina,
daughter of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Their aim was to make the country to be born, Bangladesh, intellectually bankrupt, the PM said
at a discussion organised by the ruling party at the Institution of Engineers in the capital to
mark Martyred Intellectuals Day.

“Those who committed such crimes are now undergoing trial and their trial will go on alongside
the war crimes trial,” said Hasina, chief of the ruling Awami League.

Earlier, a one-minute silence was observed remembering the martyrs of December 14, 1971, four
martyred national leaders and all the martyrs of the Liberation War, democratic movements of
the country and the August 15, 1975 carnage.

The BNP chief is following in the footsteps of her husband Ziaur Rahman, the PM said,
criticising Khaleda Zia for making those, executed for war crimes, ministers during her tenure
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as prime minister.

How she could pay tribute to the martyred intellectuals after making war criminals ministers,
Hasina questioned.

“This is nothing but a mockery... She (Khaleda) thinks our people do not understand anything,
but they understand everything.”

Before the recent execution of two war criminals, Khaleda returned from London in a hurry,
Hasina said, in a bid to save them through waging a movement.

The Prime Minister also took a swipe at those freedom fighters who accompanied Khaleda to the
memorial.

Hasina continued saying that following the assassination of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with most of his family members on August 15, 1975, Bangladesh lost
its glory and dignity it had attained through the war.

But as the Awami League assumed power after 21 years, she said, Bangladesh began regaining its
lost glory.

Neither of the Pakistani occupation forces and their collaborators could forget their defeat
and so they want to destroy the spirit of the Liberation War, halt the economic development of
the country and force Bangladesh into slavery again, the PM said.

“Their conspiracy is going on and will go on, but we must move on foiling all the
conspiracies.”

Hasina said some considered Ziaur Rahman the proclaimer of independence and a freedom fighter.
“If Zia were a true freedom fighter, he could not have put war criminals in state power.”

Hasina also reiterated her resolve not to bow to anyone and lead Bangladesh into becoming a
hunger and poverty-free prosperous country by 2041.
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In Mourning, In Fury

Observance of the Martyred Intellectuals Day was markedly different this year.

The day was observed yesterday with a renewed demand for banning Jamaat-e-Islami, and a call to
severe ties with Pakistan for denying the atrocities it had carried out during the 1971
Liberation War.

People from all ages and professions, including family members of the martyred intellectuals,
thronged the Martyred Intellectuals’ Memorial at Mirpur and the Rayerbazar Mausoleum, with
different cultural and political organisations placing wreaths at the altars.

The nation, for the first time this year, saw the execution of a war criminal, Ali Ahsan


http://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/no-force-world-can-stop-trial-187339
https://southnews24.com/bangladesh/in-mourning-in-fury/

Mohammad Mojaheed, Jamaat leader and a top brass of Al-Badr, for the killing of intellectuals
in 1971.

Dr Nuzhat Choudhury Shampa, daughter of martyred physician Dr Abdul Alim Chaudhury, said, “This
year’'s December 14 is different because the nation saw the hanging of Al-Badr commander
Mojaheed. We are hopeful that the government will try the remaining war criminals.”
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People from every walk of life pay tribute to the martyred intellectuals, placing wreaths at
the Rayer Bazar Memorial in the capital on the occasion of Martyred Intellectuals’ Day. Photo
Star

A diplomatic spat soon followed between Bangladesh and Pakistan over the execution of Mojaheed
with Pakistan summoning the acting high commissioner of Bangladesh in Islamabad to deny the
atrocities it had committed in 1971.

People from all walks of life yesterday expressed their outrage at Pakistan’s denial.

When the Pakistani occupation forces were certain about their defeat, they, aided by local
collaborators, particularly the Al-Badr, abducted the country’s brightest minds and killed
them, often after brutal torture, in an effort to cripple the emerging nation intellectually.

After the butchery, the bodies were left to rot in the killing fields.

Talking about Pakistan’s outright lies, Maj Gen (retd) KM Safiullah Bir Uttam, chairman of
Sector Commanders Forum (SCF), said, “Bangladesh should cut all ties with Pakistan until it
seeks apology for its recent statement.”

Later, the SCF handed over a protest letter to the Pakistan High Commission in Dhaka, demanding
an unconditional apology from Pakistan for the barbarity of its forces in 1971.

Awami League Joint General Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif said the relationship with Pakistan
had been severed in 1971.

A huge number of students from different schools and colleges too gathered at the memorial
sites. Many children came with their parents.

A mock mass killing of intellectuals was staged afterwards. An exhibition of photographs on
1971 and paperclips attracted people’s attention at the Rayerbazar graveyard.

DU CUTS ACADEMIC TIES WITH PAKISTAN

Dhaka University severed all academic ties with Pakistan from yesterday for the country’s
denial of the genocide committed in 1971.

The decision came yesterday at an emergency syndicate meeting with Vice Chancellor Prof AAMS
Arefin Siddique in the chair at Nabab Nawab Ali Chowdhury Senate Bhaban.
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“We have cut all bilateral relations with Pakistan, including exchange of teachers and
students .. from today [yesterday] as Pakistan denied the genocide committed during the
Liberation War of Bangladesh,” said the VC at a press briefing following the meeting.

From now on, teachers, students and representatives from the DU will not be able to go to any
Pakistani institutions and the university will not accept any representatives from the country
for academic purposes.

“Dhaka University bears evidences of the atrocities, which are available in the archives of
many foreign universities, international media, yet Pakistan keeps lying,” he said.

The DU VC also demanded the trial of 195 Pakistani army officers who had committed many crimes
in 1971.

President of Federation of Bangladesh University Teacher’s Association (FBUTA) Prof Farid Uddin
Ahmed said they would hold meetings with the entire public university teachers’ associations to
severe academic ties with Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Rashed Khan Menon said the government, if
necessary, would go to the international court demanding the trial of the 195 Pakistan army
persons who had committed war crimes.

At a programme at Dhaka Reporters’ Unity yesterday, he said Pakistan was bound to bring the 195
Pakistan army personnel under trial following the Shimla agreement.

MIRPUR MAUSOLEUM

President Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina paid their tributes to the martyred
intellectuals by placing wreaths at the Martyred Intellectuals Memorial at Mirpur, reports UNB.

President Abdul Hamid placed wreaths at 8:00am followed by the prime minister. They stood there
in solemn silence for some time.

A contingent of Bangladesh Armed Forces gave a state salute as the bugle played the last post.

After placing wreaths, the president talked to war-wounded freedom fighters and family members
of the martyred intellectuals there and inquired about their well-being.
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Flanked by central leaders of the party, Sheikh Hasina, also president of Bangladesh Awami
League, laid another wreath at the Martyred Intellectuals Memorial as the party chief.

She too talked to the war-wounded freedom fighters and inquired about their well-being.
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia paid her tributes at the memorial at 10:20am.

Cabinet ministers and political leaders also paid their homage to the martyred intellectuals at
the memorial site.
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Explain what is 'Hanadar Bahini'

On Sunday, the BNP, Jatiya Party and the Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh issued their statements on
the occasion of Martyred Intellectuals Day without naming the Pakistani army and their local
collaborators who spearheaded the killing of the intellectuals.

In her statement BNP chief Khaleda Zia said the intellectuals were killed by the “Hanadar
Bahini” (occupation forces) and their collaborators.

Jatiya Party chief and Leader of the Opposition in Parliament Raushan Ershad also mentioned
Hanadar Bahini.

The Jamaat acting secretary general in his statement said the entire nation remembers with due
respects the intellectuals who embraced martyrdom on December 14 [1971], without mentioning who
killed them or why.

For BNP and Jamaat, shying away from mentioning Pakistani forces is nothing new. But we would
like to know why BNP, Jamaat and JP feel shy about pinpointing who the killers were and who
their collaborators were.

What could be the reason? Is it that they feel mentioning Pakistan’s name or its collaborators
— the Razakars, Al Badr and Al Shams — would be improper?

Is it possible that mentioning Pakistan’'s name might offend Pakistan and BNP, Jamaat and JP do
not want to ‘hurt’ the feelings of their friendly nation?

Is it possible that they believe the Pakistani army or the collaborators were not involved in
the killings?

Or is it possible that BNP, Jamaat and JP just want to wash off our hands from the history and
say: let’s forget the past and let’'s look to the future. No point in bringing the murky part of
history.

May be the BNP, Jamaat and JP believe all of the above. But then they must explain why they
want to pay homage to the martyred intellectuals. If they must pay their homage then they must
recognise who killed them and why they were killed. They must also explain who are these
‘Hanadar Bahini’? Until then, their homage means nothing to this nation because it’s shrouded
in self-contradiction, deceit and greyness.

When the Pakistani forces killed our people — they did not feel shy. And today Pakistan still
arrogantly denies committing atrocities during the 1971 war.

It’'s sad to see that a major party like BNP is harping the tune of Pakistan. By saying Hanader
Bahini once again, BNP, JP and Jamaat are denying the country’s history.

The word “Hanadar Bahini” was ironically introduced in the country by General Ziaur Rahman, a
sector commander in the Liberation War who rose to power following the assassination of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in August 1975.

Though a freedom fighter himself — Ziaur Rahman — who took over presidency in 1977 —changed the
reference of Pakistani forces and Razakars or Al-Badrs from all occasions, news and even text
books. The word Hanadar Bahini replaced the Pakistani forces.
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Ziaur Rahman also reinstated Razakars into the mainstream politics and brought them into his
cabinet; lifted ban on Jamaat-e-Islam’s politics; built children’s park in the place where
Pakistani forces surrendered to the Allied forces in the Suhrawardi Udyan; erased records of
rape victims who were rehabilitated after independence and took many other measures that would
only make Pakistan happy.

It was his twisted politics that made pro-liberation forces look guilty and pro-Pakistani
forces heroes.

But times have changed. Replacing “Pakistani forces” with “Hanadar Bahini” did not change the
history — but has left Ziaur Rahman a controversial freedom fighter today. We all know who the
Hanadar Bahini was.

OQur politicians must realise that the treacherous politicians who still regret the birth of
Bangladesh have no future in this country. The people of this country are proud of its history
and know who killed the intellectuals; the roles of Razakars or Al-Badr and they do not like
political parties who still feel shy about the country’s history.

The BNP must be black and white on this issue. And Jamaat could redefine its politics by
admitting role of its leaders in killing the intellectuals and people of this country. Or else
these parties themselves will rapidly become history in this country.

News Source

Bangladesh’s municipal election candidates start campaign
The Election Commission yesterday allocated electoral symbols to municipality mayor and ward
councillor candidates, paving the way for launching campaign with symbols.

Soon after the allocation of symbols, contenders started visiting door-to-door with leaflets
and other campaign materials to seek blessings from voters. Many aspirants used loudspeakers
and hung posters in their localities.

Meanwhile, violating the electoral code of conduct, Awami League lawmaker from Pabna-5 Golam
Faruk Khandaker along with AL mayor aspirant Rakib Hasan Tipu yesterday joined a programme in
the town.

In Golapganj of Sylhet, a government official took part in the electioneering of AL mayor
candidate Zakaria Ahmed.

In another development, the EC yesterday asked the police authorities to withdraw the 0C of
Uttar Matlab Police Station in Chandpur for allegedly working in favour of an AL mayor
candidate, said EC sources.

The commission also formed an enquiry committee to probe the complaint of the BNP mayor
aspirant in Chatkhil of Noakhali that he was forced by some ruling AL men to affix sign to a
paper for withdrawing his candidature.

Mayor elections will be held in 228 municipalities on December 30 as six AL mayor hopefuls are
going to be elected uncontested in Pirojpur Sadar, Tungipara of Gopalganj, Feni Sadar,
Parshuram of Feni, Chatkhil of Noakhali and Madarganj of Jamalpur municipalities.
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Voters in Parshuram municipality of Feni will be totally deprived of exercising their franchise
as all the 10 councillors of the pourashava are also going to be elected unopposed.

Besides, 64 general and reserved women ward councillors are likely to be elected uncontested in
different municipalities, including 44 in pourashavas of Feni.

According to EC statistics, 923 mayor, around 8,500 general and 2,533 women reserved councillor
aspirants will take part in the polls.

LAWMAKER ‘FLOUTS’ LAW

In Pabna, AL lawmaker Golam Faruk Khandaker joined the opening ceremony of Rana Shopping
Complex and Evening Touch Hotel on Press Club Road in the town. AL mayoral nominee Rakib Hasan
Tipu was present.

As per the electoral code of conduct, ministers and lawmakers cannot go to an electoral area
other than joining state functions, EC’s Deputy Secretary Shamsul Alam told The Daily Star.

Faruk, however, claimed that it was not an electoral programme.
OFFICIAL IN CAMPAIGN

Several candidates complained that Borhan Ahmed of Kailashtilla Gas Field took part in the
electioneering of AL mayor nominee Zakaria Ahmed.

Returning Officer Saidur Rahman said he would take action against the official if anybody
lodged a complaint with his office.

‘WITHDRAW OC’

The EC yesterday asked the police authorities to withdraw the officer-in-charge of Uttar Matlab
Police Station in Chandpur.

The 0C was allegedly working in favour of Rafiqul Alam George, AL mayor candidate in
Changerchar Municipality under Uttar Matlab Upazila.
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“We made the decision after we had found evidence to support the allegation,” an election

commissioner told this newspaper seeking anonymity.

The commission will also look into some similar allegations against the 0Cs of Kulaura Police
Station in Moulvibazar and Habiganj Sadar Police Station in Habiganj.

CHATKHIL MUNICIPALITY

Mostafa Kamal, BNP’'s mayor candidate in Chatkhil Municipality of Noakhali, yesterday alleged
that he was kidnapped and forced by some ruling AL men to affix sign to a paper for withdrawing
his candidature.

In a letter to Chief Election Commissioner Kazi Rakibuddin Ahmad, he appealed the EC to allow
him to take part in the polls.

BNP Joint Secretary General Mahbub Uddin Khokon submitted the application to the EC in favour
of the party candidate. The EC later formed an enquiry committee to look into the matter.

BNP NOMINEE FINED



In Faridganj Municipality of Chandpur, the returning officer fined BNP mayor hopeful Harunur
Rashid Tk 5,000 for conducting electioneering with a motorcade.

Meanwhile, the High Court yesterday directed the authorities concerned to allow Oliur Rahman to
contest as a mayoral candidate in Moulvibazar Pourasava polls on December 30.

The HC bench of Justice Naima Haider and Justice Mustafa Zaman Islam passed the order after
hearing a writ petition filed by Oliur, a BNP candidate, challenging the returning officer’s
decision of canceling his nomination.

The court pronounced the order as it found no anomalies in his income tax documents.
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Bappi Lahiri, Kumar Sanu get lifetime achievement awards from Bengal

Veteran music composer Bappi Lahiri and singer Kumar Sanu were on Monday presented lifetime
achievement awards by the West Bengal government.

Lahiri thanked Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, who handed over the award at the inauguration of
the annual Bangla Sangeet Mela.

Sanu could not be present, and was given the award in absentia.

The Bishesh Sangeet Samman was awarded to Dwijen Mukhyopadhyay, Ajoy Chakraborty and Sandhya
Mukherjee.

Shantanu Moitra was honoured with Maha Sangeet Samman along with Mohammad Aziz, Kumar Bose and
Shibaji Chattopadhyay.

Sriradha Bandyopadhyay, Dileep Kumar Bose, Fakir Alamgir, and Nachiketa were given Special
Sangeet Samman.

Banerjee said that over 6,000 artistes will perform across 10 venues during the Bangla Sangeet
Mela between December 15 and 21.

AAP, Congress playing dirty politics over slum dwellers: BJP

BJP’'s Delhi unit president Satish Upadhyay on Monday accused the Aam Aadmi Party and the
Congress of doing “dirty politics” over the demolition of a slum in the city.

“They have no concern for the betterment of the lives of slum dwellers. All the concern being
shown is a part of vote bank politics,” Upadhyay told reporters here.

He said slum dwellers very well understood that both Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi were “just playing with their emotions”.

“The tears being shed by Rahul Gandhi reflect political opportunism,” the BJP leader said,
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adding that both parties should stop playing politics and work to provide a better life to slum
dwellers.

More than 500 hutments were demolished by Indian Railways authorities in Shakur Basti in west
Delhi on Saturday, leaving hundreds homeless in the winter chill. An infant allegedly died
during the drive.

Upadhyay said over 2,000 shanties existed on the railway land in Shakur Basti, of which almost
1,600 were demolished during the Congress rule in 2011-12 without payment of any compensation.

He said over 7,000 flats meant for slum dwellers at Narela and around 40,000 flats with the
Delhi government were lying vacant for the last five years.

“If Kejriwal is true to the cause of slum dwellers at Shakur Basti, he should allocate those
flats to them,” Upadhyay added.

Clashes in southeast Turkey kill seven, new curfews declared

Seven people were killed in clashes with security forces in Turkey'’s
mainly Kurdish southeast, officials said on Monday, as authorities
declared curfews across the restive region.

The clashes are the latest in months of violence following the collapse of a ceasefire between
the government and the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) in July. Since then, Ankara has imposed
round-the-clock curfews in many areas.

Two people were killed as police clashed with crowds protesting against a security crackdown in
the main southeastern city of Diyarbakir, a hospital official and witnesses said.

Further south, five Kurdish militants were killed in Mardin province’'s Dargecit district,
another area under curfew, security officials said. It was not clear exactly when they were
killed.

Armoured police vehicles roamed Diyarbakir’s streets, firing water cannon and tear gas as
hundreds gathered for a march called by the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP) to
protest a two-week-long curfew in the city’s district of Sur.

Teargas billowed in the city streets as armoured vehicles sped around and protesters lobbed
stones at police. Shopkeepers shuttered their stores ahead of the protest, which the government
said was banned. Few buses were operating, rubbish was not collected and most students did not
go to school.

Youths with scarves masking their faces tried to block streets with piles of bricks and burning
wood before police pursued them into side streets.

In Sirnak province, the governor imposed a curfew in two towns near the borders of both Syria
and Iraq from Monday night, a day after teachers were seen streaming out of the area on the
orders of education authorities.

Locals, anticipating that the teachers were being recalled ahead of a curfew, formed queues at
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bakeries and shops to buy food, witnesses said. Several thousand teachers are based in the
towns.

The two towns of Cizre and Silopi were under tight security, with police armoured vehicles
stationed at the entrances to both, witnesses said.

“A curfew is declared to neutralise separatist terror group members, remove explosives-laden
barricades and ditches .. and secure public order,” the Sirnak governor’'s office said in a
statement. It said the curfew would begin at 11 p.m. (2100 GMT).

A curfew was also imposed on Monday in the town of Nusaybin on the Syrian border to restore
order “in response to increasing terror incidents”, state authorities in the town announced.

According to data compiled by the Human Rights Foundation of Turkey, 52 curfews have been
imposed since mid-August across seven Turkish provinces in the region, affecting areas where
some 1.3 million people live.

The Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) militant group launched its insurgency in 1984 and more than
40,000 people have been killed in the conflict. It is designated as a terrorist group by
Turkey, the United States and European Union.




